) R ESOLUTTION
-RACE DISCRIMINAT DN ;ND SOCIAL EQUALITY
. The so-called democratic soclcty of the United States of
America 1s so organized that a distinction is made between ede

- Regardless of written laws, political and civil rights are not glven
. to the Negro in the same degreec as to persons of the whitec races. ™
- Especially In the southern states nearly all rights as men and

women and citizens are:taken away from the Negro. It 1s a funda-

“.mental custom of public life to treat the Ncgro as an inferior
“caste both in thc North end in the South. : :

: SEGREGAT ION _

The Negro pcople are confiined to the most miscrablo districts
a3 an outcast people who cannot ‘ehoose their place of residence
among the general population. Ve are segrcecgated in miserable
separate railroad cars as though we were cattlc unfit to mix with
human belngs, In many cases we are segrcgated In scparate labor
unions or denied the right to organize at all., In employment we are
generally segregated belng confincd to the hardest and most disagre=-
eable kinds of labor. Our children are in meny placcs not permitted
to attend the general public schools but begin 1lifc as a2 scgregated
class. Negro tcachers are not pcrmitted to teach according to their
ability In most of the public schools., In hotcls, restaurants,
theatres, and such places of publie rcsort for thc gencral publiec,
we are usually cxcluded and driven away at the cost of much incon-
venlence, suffering and humiliation.

These soclal customs which dcgradc our pcoplc to a place of
inequallty Iin the nation, cither lcgallzed or csteblished by tra-
dition show that a racial castc system iIs a fundamental feature
of the soclal, industrial, and political organization of this coun-
try. = This soclal degrading of our pcople, which has bccomc as con-

- .

sclously a part of : "¢ the political system that a latae.
president of the Unitegd States publicly declarcd a political princl-
ple, "uncompromisingly against cvery suggcstion of social cquality”,
This soclal degrading is not a qucstion of rclationships betvicen
Individuals but a question of rclationships of classcs., It is aon
attempt to crcate and perpctuate a permonent class o doubly exploit-
ed workers at the bottom of the social system. Intent upon holding
down the workers of all races as =a general lower class, our masters
wish to makc us a lower class within a lower class, The white
worker must be made to realize that this discrimination against the
Negro worker comcs back azainst him ultimatcly. To reducc the Negro
worker to a. lower level, tends to drag the wholc working class dovn
to a similar level and in the south where the caste system is most
extreme the conditlon of the poor white pcople is the proof,

SOCI,L EQUALITY ‘ :

Tho first American Negro Labor Congress solemnly rcecives that
the Negro vworkers and farmcrs of this country will abolish the sys-
tem of racc discrimination. Ve declarce that race discrimination,
degradation, and gencral inequality of racial groups =-- the whole
castc system -- must be absolutcly md completcly abolished,

We demand the full cquality of thre Negro people in the social
systcm of the Unlted States and cverywherc.  Against socinl incquali-
ty we raisc the standard of socinl cquality. Ve unqualificdly re-
fusec to regard our pcople as inferior in any respect.

Ve demand the sbolition of ail laws which opcnly or by subter-
fuge discriminate against our pcople, or vhich in any way rccognize

//.
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a distin¢tion of raccs, To champion this dcemand not only for our

ovn race, but also for all other raccs, ycllow or brown. /e dcelare
that 2ll claims of an inhercnt differcnce between roces are lgnorant
ond unsclentific if not purc hypocrisy. Vie demand:

FREEDOII oF SPEECH, PRESS, ana
AS N .‘:'I»f BL :'\;GE

The Coastitution guarantees tho frecdom of specech, press,
tnd asscmblage, BUT ‘

In rceent ycars certain reactionary groups which succceded in
winning pdblitical power in verious ssetions of the nat ion, have rob-
bcd the poorcr class of pcoplc of the above mentioncd rights; there-
fore =

BE IT R&E30LVED: That.the AERIC,N HEGRO L.BOR COLGRESS con-
dcrn such acts whether legislative or otherwisc, as a tyrannous in-
ringement on the rights of the working pcople,

ARITY SND NAVY

BE IT RESOLVED: That TRls Congress demands that the ViAR
DEPRTLENT ,ND NAVY DEPLRTIENT of the United States Govornmeont abo=
1ish a2ll jim-crow distinctions in the army and navy; and

... BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we demand that Congress pass a
law forbidding the irmy and Navy to make or kcep any record whatso-
~ever marking any distinction of "Negro" and "White" in the military,
alr, and naval forccs in time of pcacc or war, or in any way to
scgregate the races in these services; and

BE I? FURTHEER RESOLVED: That we deny the right of any nation
to conseript any Wegro while such nation holds our Race and class
In subjection and Incquality,

J URIES

Tt is a gcneral custom of pollcc and eriminal courts to accord
to every vhite dcfendant a Jury canposcd of white persons but at
the same tlme to exclude Negroes from jurics to try Negro defendants
in important cases; and

This custom is bascd on the theory that the white man alone
must pass on the Negrols gullt or innoccncc and this zlone proves
the prcsence of racc prcjudice in every such trlal; therefore

BE IT RISOLVED, by the AMERIC..N NEGRO L..BOR CONGRESS: That
as long as the principle of "white suprcmacy” exists a Negro cannot
get o falr trial before a white Jury or a mixcq Jury and wc demand
that a belief in "whitc supremacy" shall be legal bar to anyone's
serving on a jury to try a Necgro.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That no Negro owes any respect or
obedlence to the decision of any court in which he ls discriminateqd
agalinst.

KU KILUX KLAN

The Ku Klux Klen dcelaros 1ts burpose to prescrve "white
‘suprcmancy” meaning to k2op the Negro pormonently out of his rights
of cqual citizcenship and degraded to the condition of a wild animal
to the persccuted, hunted, tortured and burncd at the pleasure of
whitce Indlviduals or mobs: and

Not content with the "lcgol" mcans of suppressing the Negro
under "democratic" govermment; which arc bad ¢nough, "the Ku Klux Klan
forms itsclf into a eriminal band for 1llegal nurder, cocrcion and
terriorization, assuming to act as a secondary government),
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The Klon & rects its venon, criminality and bigotry not only
against the Negro but also against hard working people who happen
to have beamx born in other countries ang brought here to do the
hardest labor of the Industries of this country and also against

This criminal organization shares the oauthority of government
in any Places, is semi-officlally recognized in some states and haos
..Complete control of other state governments, Not only does the
Federal Government fail or refuse to act against the band of bigotry
and crime but the influence of the ldeas of the Klan ean be sec¢n in
Congress' refusal to enforce the Fourtcenth and Fiftecnth Amendmants
‘and cal also be seen in legislation recommended to Congress, includ-
Ing the broposals which seek to force all foreigh-borm working peo-
Ple to carry pPassports and be registcrecd With the policec and to be
Ssegregated iIn special residence districts as the Negrocs are segre= -

BE IT RESOLVED by the AMER ICAN NEGRO L.BOR CONGRESS: That
we declare the Ku Klux Klan an enemy to humanity and that we will |
fight ‘it to the bitter end and will make cormon cause agalnst it
with foreign-born workers and others who are persecuted by it (Jews
and Catholics) '

) THE NEGRO ,ND ORG..NIZED LABOR

The Negro workers, who constiiuto one-scventh of the workers
of America, are today an important factor which must be Incorporated
within the organized labor movement if g2 genuine .and successful
effort is to be made to maintain ang lmprove the standards of the
worker, black and white. Theée World War, the migration of the pedple
from the farms to the clties, the Industrialization of the South, and
the stoppage of European immigration, have established the Negro
workers as an indispensable ang powerful labor force, )

In order to improve the conditions of the Negro workers ang
to Insure the standards of the white_workersvalso, it is absolutely
necessary that the workcrs of both races be organized in the Trade
Unlon movement, Trade Unions are the organizations which are cre=~
ated by the workérs to prosceute thelr fight against the employers
for higher wages, better conditions and a proper standard of living.

Only by the effective organizat ion of the Negro and white-
workers in the Unions is it Possible to avold a unioncr's compet i~
tlon and recutting between these workers which w1lll result in their
common Iimprovements ang degradation. This was clearly demonstrated
by the Great Steel Strike of 1919 which was defcateq bcecause the
steel bosscs could draw upon the vast army of unorganized Negro |
workers pitting them against the whites to the great Injury of both,

This perilous situation demands that white ang black workers
must be united solidly in the Union and demonstrates that Trade
Unions which fail to effect the unity of al1 workers, regardless of
race, sex, nationality, religion or color on the sole basis of their
common interests as workers, falling the most necessary task for
the protection and advancement of the workers, :

e The Unions, therefore, should nelther exclude Negroes or wait
until they 2re out on the picket line to start the necessary work
of uniting with them but should begin at once to conduct g thorough

. going, efficlent nation-wido drive to organize the colored workers,

 They must forever break with the vicious and sulcidal pollcy followe
ed by many white unions in the past and sti1l1 persisted in by some
of the most highly skilled labor aristocrats who bar the Negro
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workers gither by open clesuses in their constitution or by secret

understandings and must throw the do

ors of ‘the Union wide open to

the Negro workers welcoming them upon a basis of full equality,

The .merican Negro Labor Cong

ress calls for the immediate fe-ﬁ

- moval of all bars and discrimination within the Unions and demands
équality, of treatment in wages, opportunity for employment and
representation in Union administration and instruets its members -
to fight energetically to aeffact this in all unions. o

‘This Congress condemns all scabs, Negroes who improperly ree

crult, strike breakers and whites who discriminate and monoplize em=- , 

Ployment. It resents the brand ing

of Negroes as strike=-breakers

and points to the fatt that where Negroes have been falrly treated

»they have made as loyal and aggressi
of workers., '

ve Union men as any other group

This Congress further condemns all efforts from whatever
Source to segregate the Negro workers in separate unions and de-
mands that all such discrimination be abolished immediately.

Any divisions in the Trade Unions and 2ll dual or seccession

movements will be firmly opposed by

this Congress, but it declares

that the Negro workers must organize their own Unions to protect
themselves and to fight their way into the Unions as equals,

The American Negro Labor Congress hereby instructs its offi-
cers and members to unite with all progressive bodies in the /meri-

can Federation of Labor to eradlcate
crimination in the Unilons and to bel

the various evik of race dis~-
feve that unity of black and

white workers which alone can insure theip elevation and emanci-

pPatlon is absolutely necessary.,
HOUS T

THE AMERIC.\N NEGRO L7 BOR GONGRESS

ably opposed to the segregation of o
donce districts. ‘e declare the dis
regard to which part of a city they

N G .
declares itself unalter-
ur people in separate resi-
crimination against Negroes in
may live and which part they

mey not live 1s a political question and must be dealt with Just

s we deal with diserimination in Vo

ting. The time has come when

the living accommodstions of the public cannot be left to the pri-

vate control of a few wealthy parasi

tes who decide where the col=-

ored man may live and where he may not live or whether or not he

tan have a house to live in at all,
We demand legislation by whic
houses and homes to let shall be sub
comer, regardless of race or color o
It is common knowledge that N
rent at a rate of 20% to 100% higher
apartments rented to white pcople.
fixed rental for all places to be lc

h all tenements, apartment

Ject to the claim of the first

r the will of the landlord.

Cgroes are customarily charged
than is charged for the same
“e demand legislation for a

t with heavy penalties and

damages whenever a landlord charges higher rents for one race than
would be charged another race for similar accommodat ions, :

We declare that any Negro rea
in charging more rent to his own peo
whites is a renegade and a trailtor t

In advocating the foregoing m
regard them as being permanently eff

1 estate agent who connives-
ple than would bé paid by

0 his own pcople,

easures of relief we do not
ective. This Congress advo-

cates the taking over of all rented residences by the public to

be rented without discrimination of
ed low rental. We further advocate

color to the people at a fix-
that the housing shortage In
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' the cities ond towns bo relieved by the local government building

modern ppartment housecs to be rented on the above basis,

RS It is also a custom of large cmployers of colored and white
'labor, such as mlne operators and mill owners, to housec their cm-

- - ployes in "company houses” and thereby control the lives of the

- Workers, being able to throw them out of housc and home whenever

. thoy so wished and whenever there is a. disagrceement about wages or
~working conditions., Wo demand any legal mcasure that may be ncces-
‘8ary to prevent any employer of industrial labor ovning or control-

- .1ling the homes rented to his employes.

" - Pending legislative rclief, md during the present perlod

when the Negrods rights are ignored by governmental cgencics, we

call upon the residents of all Negro communities to organize colored

tenants! unions so as to be ablc in an organizcd way, to pay cxor=-

~ biltant rents or to consent to live in infcrior buildings or scgre-

gated districts,

+0 -




)3 LLs /N‘
cfkéﬂby{41;ZL u%a~¢*>4¢‘}z é;QHggiaw ¢lkct¢%r;zloz;670 (

9‘“2%Lo{4®04'/107.ﬂ <ﬁslkv‘;
‘ISHOP WILLIAM IONTGOHERY BRO™N.

. COMRADES: ’
- Th&n is my first publlo arpearance slnoo By deing rail-

roadeu out of the Bouao of Bishore of the Protestant Episcopal Churoh.

Or etean-rolled ls perhaps the better phruse; perhsps I was Jim Crowcd
beoause I do not believa in s1l this eupernaturalism snd symbolicsalism

of the Bible ae it 1s literally interpretted. Gentlemen, I was put out
after being tried as a Heretio. Anyhow, I wae not put oﬁt by trial for
theAcrige of Heresy, whatever that may bs. The fir:t nine Bishops be=
fore whom I was tried described me an being an extr?mo an. dangerous
heretic, but did not dsfine the word heresy, nor did the Judge. Then I
feced guother Judge sad nne other Bishops, they too, did not 8ay what
hercsy is. ¥e are living in o different age now, an age of science, and
here¢sy is unknown inthis age of eclegoo. fn the oocurse of this lscture
there %11l be several references to the unfinishcd oase of the Biahope
sgainst me. But I will stick to t.e subjest ~hich I am here o discuss,
the subject of Intern-tionsl Lavor Defends; the greatest of a1l eubiscta.
Very few Bishors are t- be seen publiply at Iniernational Labor Defensne A
= etinzgs. I dc not like this. There should be st lecat one Bisghcp at
every mseting, throughout the ccuntry. T believe th-t I = the only
Bishop yvu hzve who cocmzs to any of them. Your workers think -ou e¢an get
elom; =itho:t the Bishors, but they cznt get along xithout ycu. fTaey
nsed you. wmher need to understcnd ycur polnt o wview. They nzed to fael
the great religlous significance of the mcetings 1ike yo. do. You do

n t lixe tc h:ve me specak of tuesgs mecetings aes religious, but I do ﬁgf
'ccme here to ssy pl-asing things t. you. I ocsme to tell ycu the truth,
and tnat is that the Bishops znd othr - prezchers arc sinners znd that yoﬁ‘
sre the eainte. The do no useful wer:, Tuat iz why they zre sinnaras.

You do lots 6¢f work, every stroks i- = saintly act. Tuzt is *hy you sre

asinte. Humsn ascts dvren’ uron work. H: vho vorks har.est to m ke his



living s the greatest ssint and hes the most rﬂligion. Cert-inly the
Bishops snd other ministere who preach the Ford, who believe the Bible
88 it 1s literaily interpretted resreoting the origin of man, and ep-
’peaoially thoso vho preach the fall of Adawm, ths existence of a Hellieh

lake below of ¥¢1meatone anu fire, they do no useful work. Every =ord

ao wrongfully preached is untrue, and salvation deprends upon knowing the -

trgth. - The wmorld is demned, not saved by listening to these Biblical
superntturalisms.'and tl.ere 13 not one =»ord of truth 4in it.

You o&:.e hzre this eveninz in thn: interests of the Intern.tion.l
Labor Defense. Thst is the h.liest, the saintlicet ccusec I know cnytiing
about, for lsbor is numan 1ife. Thers is no cauge, no institution, no
stete, no chureh, no party, no reli ion *hich hus any claim tc te czlled.
holy unless ¢ is primarily in suprport of t:- defegse and advancement
of human 1ife. I think that is whet tiie dra-atiste hzd in =ind -uen they
had in that zreat Holy Drama, J-sus to 2ay, "Yc shall kio~ t.e truth snd
the truth shall make ye free®, end rlac ~her He ie m-de t- s8y, *I :m
cone that the Tord mizht heve life =nd have it more abund:ntly'; end the
anéele for this glorious Draiz, probably hL=4 th;t in 7 ind ~hen tley =ere
brou Bk out on the Btage t: sing, "Glory to Gnd in ¢ - “izhset, on earth
Peace, good =i’1 to-ard men".

I told my de-r broth.r Bislcre ne:. hey told ms that I waa not a
Christian because I 41d nct beltsve in the £:1 of Adam or svecut auy.of
the impocssitle h1inge #hich go with ti.zse impoasipllities, tuat first
24 all to be a Chrigtian onc muast be a worker. You ray b. curprised
“tc know thst zy fcllo Bishops .ave been cailing ms a heretic ana say
that I am at #ar =ith t..e church, that I em et :ar -ith religion, but
before you com it yourself to cny such errcr, I em g inz tc ask you to

turn the tablece -ng gee now it looks from th. other eide. A 5064 many

RV
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morzl1ly blind men in ths church =n: out, take 1. for srented that beosuse

mzny of vour comrades are imprisoned they must h-ve viclested some law,

and tnat your purpose 1s to,dyerthrcw the system that 1s empoverieshing

you; that ysou are at war with scciety, simnrly becausz vou =zre trying %o
libevate if from ignorance. I &m not at war w=ith the chufgh. I am

elxply tr?ing'to'liberate 1t from ite rutno:s supern-tureliems. Ycu

Xknow that divided cosscs o2n not get anywhere. I ¥now that ycur churche
that are divided @annot get any shere. Ycu hsve ccnverted m to vour |

viex. I sm no= golng to ccavert you to mine. I shall not stray frem the
subject of ti®s m:ueting. I am doins thie in thé interzet of ti:z Intar-

b ticnal Lato Defense, for numan life. It is human life in sction, and

all 11fe is czotion; no action, nu life. Labor iz .wumzan 1life, from the

very highest conceivable plsne. For "hun a man goes to w.rk he gives
'himaslf t soclety mae complctely t..an sny mere philanthropist. 4 phil-
anthropist omn give his money end then go end play zolf all day. The
capitlzist can make his investment end tnen stert on atrip around the

world, but #hen the worker contributes his lsbor he his to give himself,

be can not senddit by epccial mess=nger, hc¢ has to go with it himself

and aténd by it tbrough“every minute of his working hours every day of

every year. The couse of Lob:r Defense, then, ie = cause of humsnity

at bottom. Itis the grest:st of all causecs. It ie the grest st of

all human movembnts. The parasite sroup are generally 80 blinded bfgtheir
beliefs that they cannot cooperate with it. -It is more than a clase

' movecent. But what has this to do with religion and why should a

Bishop become so excited over it as I am? A Bishop does but little

work, they are too busy to work. They a-e to busy to think. I did not \
do much thinkinz until after I had resi-ned from my diocese. My tima 5
during the whole period hed besn taken up with building up the ohuroh.
I had been extremsly busy bringing sculs to God. I did not know what




shat the ohurch ~ss for, I h:i never stop-ed to ask ~hat the chureh

e for, I d1d not knos enything sbout CGod, except chat somebodyled

to}a me and t.ey xne¢v no mose thon I did ebout Him. %Then I presched

of Heaven and Hell I was not & wsa, I n88 & phonogrdpb, grlﬁdlng out
the desd vless of the pse.. T.en a great war osme =long. I knex
ncthing ab.ut that. I 7as tcu busy attending to +hat had béen tcld

- me, I wag supposed tc velleve thzt e Christisn God hed aent +hils wer

to puanish the Imperl&llets of Geramony snd glve the rorid to Deucerecy.
The QGernsna thouzht that & Chrletisn God had asent the war to punieb

the Lenoersoy of smeric- and %z 7ive thz =xorld to Imperisliem. The
Gerzrn Bishore 7ore ri-ht. Anyhow, the Americons cime out with lots

of Iwpzrisliem; imperlaliem tc burn. 1t has been svelved inte dese-
potisxs Thare fa not time to tell the ~hole atery of the ~er, but
tsentr million younr 1ivee -~ere eruxh3id ocut -n:! th: world floved with
blo.d teisre thia quarre) of the Sols in *ha eky snd the'oapitallats

on <zrth ¢2 ¢« %o =n «nid. Had I bean buey in my reliziocue churech
aotivitice, I = .uld beve ~hcored 8t up for trn= churgh. BPut I had rone
hoz- te dle. I didn's dis, I =z 8t%111 livine. T hsd - 1ittle time

te tihink, scoetuing I ad mevs: had before cud no Birhop before o- sine
h.s i a :ny. I rae llke o oy “1it: 2 new toy. I tncurat, znd 1 under-'
st.ocde I foundi thet nelta.r tie Aseric:in God, ncr the Gerzon God wasp
r.zle Tie Gou.s in oo skics, Josus, Jehoveh, Bu dah, Allsn, uadn't
done =nyitulug. phaey dicn't c;us; ‘o sar snu codaldn't stop 14, or
prevent future -are. An. e8¢ ilcuz s 7¢ 1o s tnex for -ay iLelp e
8hiaii be ln & hicrelesa pli und bLod tii.ec Gots rer: real thet
I hed vs-a t= gnt te roranii. woey rere Gods . er el th:zt & deceat man;
voule i-ve had motnins b ns tit. Shew, cs only cr tielsm I could

2 of t e Chrictian Jod -+« +uat he h:d cvolved intec such » terrible
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'Bible, but the Bible was man written. He was supposed to huve handed

down revelations, but he had not. I found that the Gods in the oklec.
7Q1Jeau.. Buldah, Jehovah, Allah, all of them were only symbols such s

- our Uncle Som and Banta Ciddus. I found that thc real God 1s lature.
The God of reality pointed out the law of evolution and tevolntlon too.
I made this great dlscovary that the words *evolution and revolution'
.89 band in hand. The study of reality made it possible for me to ‘
become far more entdusisstio and acientifIOalty religious than I sver
kai been before. I know what I am about now.

I an grateful to you Darwinians and evolutionists who showed me
these things. I beg of you--this }a my appeal to you--I want you to
@o as such for ths oth T poor Binhbps, the poor blind Bishops. I want
Jou to open their eyes as you have mine. The Bishops are human at
heart. It 1s not impossible that you can mske them undorqiand you.
Anybody who reslly understand you will be w;th you. The grecatest ro- e
ligious movement I know of 1s the International Labor Novement. There
is only one politice,that is the effort to find the way to accomplish
thls. Thst is all there is to it. rhere are many theories of religion
and pclitics and many ?anifestations of them, but there is really only
one religlion and one polities and there is only one Human Race. ¥e
are the mdhers, fathers, brothers, sisters, sons snd daughters of ons |
family. It doecs not matter rhecther you are Protestant, Catholie or a Juyi
I could be all of them. It maxes no difference ~hether you are christlﬁﬁf
Heathen, or atheist. It still rewzins that we 51l beclong to the Human ;ﬂg
Race. Thst 1s all there is to it. Thst is your religion. There is mO" :
other religion fcr anybody else. Religion is not.a oreced, it is not a

belief in anything. Religion is only and soley the desire for a longer

and a more terrestreal 1ife.

e Bt e s B i e



 When you see thts as I do 1t will ch:cnge your ideas about everything,

\
OVOa as 1t aid nlne. This faot has now become so obvious tuat cven some

-~‘°f the thoologians are bezinning to realize th-t it is the truth. G%nem

j't theoIOglan realizes thet anything 1s true , it is interesting.

“ The big roligioue institutions do not readily dleapp=ar, they simply

.¢hangs. They adapt themselves to conditions. Even their golden rules

are not the eame. The Je-ish golden rule used to be "An e&e for an eye

- and a tooth for » tooth®. ¥hich was replsced by the Christian golden

rule,>'5hatsoever ye would hsve man to do unto you, do ve even so unto
him®, Presently we find them supporting the cauasa ~hich they were so
bitterly attaoking befors. Th= church has surported Negro slsvery une

.. til_ﬁegro slavery was overthrown--supposed to be ower thrown, I mean.

At p esent the churches are supportin: capitalism :-gainst the enlighteﬁed |
working class. UFriends, I can fully understsnd why, with some of your
comrades imprisoned and your civil rights denicd, you. hive coie to
deny religion. Althouzh I 3m supposed to be sn extr:ome he:etlo, I ax
golag %o make an orthodox suggcsticm.

ds 1 eaid the International Labor Defenze should have a plac: ior
Blishops and a pl:ce for the LCarwinisn and Marxian schools %o encanp. Of
oourge, the churohes gan be dencnded upon %o com: over tc it in time.
There 1s no reason w=hy you should not h-sten tie change by entering
thea, They are supporting the capitallsts just nox, but 86 is the sTHY.
There aie only tow ways for yo workers t~ 4- anythin- #ith thi- situétion
One -ay 1is to fight the army if you feel 1like it, end the othor way is |
tp ge§ the army to suprort some thing else. This is equzlly true of tﬁé
police. I only want to sho" you *het trere rre two *ays cf dealin- »ith
the church. C pitalism is just en expréssion of that gre=t yearning shich
I called religion, a longinz for aﬂ ~bundent 1ife. They sell me that:

you Conmnung g4, are n 4

wWith anything;

that meang m
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.'"I tell thez that yo¥are alive; it mecne that ) are humen; it means

that trus religion and politics sre in no danger of dyins out. You

. ioiiera'are not oonténted =ith slasvery, you rre not contented with

fengalxen. nof'witﬁ éapltal. You are not contcnted with oapitaiiem

and jet. each of theae institutions wag a va.i improvement on xhat

- want bofofo. .Even slevery is agreat land merk in the long upward
"mareh. If slavery had not been a great step ahead, I do not think

w8 ghould ever have found the religiousa 1nat1tut10na au;porting it.

8ut capitalism ia politically bankruypt and t..e ohurohea that suppors
xxX&¥xxxBx oaptialism are religlously bankrupt. The peo:le of the
sarth are lookin;: for a olasalces, ma:sless racel:as, warlcss world ani

c&pitailam is 2lwaye stirring up cnemity between nations :nd the raoces.

' The people are looking for a chance to express their religion in un-

trammeled service to their fello-~ men, and the church i~ busy Question-

ing 1f they believe literally in the Virgin birth, as if that, or any

_©f thelr other supernsturalisms could have anything t- do with the

noéds of the world. They must find a religion'of the timéa, a religion
of 11fe. They cennot trade any lonzer omn fhe fall of Ad-m =nd the
blood of Jesus. They csnnot gppeal to & 20th centuny earth with a
13%h Centruy Hsll. W%e hsve lots of real h=lls of our own, snd we went
$0 get rid of them, among them are: the hells of unemployment, dis-
franchisment, lyndéhing aAd 211 the other kincs of Hell thst the ohurch
holds up to--resl Hells, I Xnow za well ss you do, -hich should |
clain our attention. 4

Heverthelcsa, of all the religious, Christisn, gews, Mohsmmenden,
Buidists and other churches of aupernaturllism; I could belonz to them
all. They ere all right. %e want a 1iving humanity ana hum-n life.
Do n:t 8tend off and eppeel to the churoh. ‘The Christian church
originally belonzed tc the -ork:rs, it was tsken from them. I want
the workers %o fake it baock for themselveg, I suggeat therefore, that

you come into the chureh snd inepire them. I sugcest thsat you use them
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for jcur own purposes. 4nd do not let "-;he Capit:liste use tiei for the
own purpoeeel If you believe in the Son of Mzn, ss yo surely do, or
you would mot be here tonight to libecrate hiwm; ycu believe in Curist and
are taking Him down from the orose of gold upon which they h:vs crucified
':-'hln.‘ You workern are saints outside the church, ani the unbelievers and
the sin“ers and owners 1nside the church. They need you to come in &nd
:5bteach theu ho' to believo. They n.ed you %o shew them how to do away
with the class and m288 hatrred,A they nced you to ehow them ho> to 4o
away xlth war clashes :nd to point the may to human brotherhood. Down
) 'ith Impe:ialian} Longz live the Labor Defense. Do'm =ith Capitgllam;
Long live'Commﬁnisn. Do»n with race hatred, lonz live fhe universzl
btotherhbod; ybown with ~are, long live the Riffs and the Sierians end
the Cnin.ee.’And mow, Down with JIM CROVISM. Long live the AWERICAF

i )
FEGRO LAPOR CONGRESS on the footimg with Americam Caucasians.
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AMERICAN NEGRO LABOR CONGRESS

AMERICAN NEGRO LABOR CONGRESS
: ~ OPENS WITE BOOM !

W En e s R o A et R e e e

Representative Speakers Répudiate False Attacks

Chiicago, 111, == The American Negro Labor Congress which has been
Promised to make the initisl step In the organization of Negro Labor
for many months, convened Sunday, October 25th, at the Metropolitan
Cormunity Center, 31st and Giles Avenue, Chicago, Illinois., The
opening sesslon at eight o'clock was attended by approximately eight
hundred, including fifty delegates representing labor and labor
organizations for all over the country. :

Charles Henry, representing unorganized steel workers, was acting
chairman, In a brief address he outlined the object and defended
the principles of the Amecrican Negro Labor Congress.

A. Andrew Torrence, representing the Negro Press in Chicago, and
speaking in the absence of P, L. Prattis, editor of the Heebie Jee-
bies, welcomed the delegates of the American Negro Labor Congress
and expressod the belief that the Negro Press would wake up to the
necessity of a square deal in regard to the activities of the Labor
congress.,

NEGRO LAWYER I1AKES ADDRESS TO LABOR

Ne S, Taylor, in a welcome address in behalf of the Negro
Lawyers of Chicago, greeted the American Negro Labor Congress in a
very encouraging discourse. Taylor polnted out the necessity of
unity between all labor graups and unionizstion of the Negroes in
pursuit of any great success. He heartily endorsed the American
Negro Labor Congress as an organization sincerely dedicated to the
emancipation of Negro labor and worthy of universal support. With
Interesting analogy he described the condition of the American Negro
end geve a outline of his service to the country and of his loyalty
and alleglance to the government; this he offerecd as sufficient -
basis for a demand in the intercst of equality and justice to the .~
Americzn Xegro, ' )

NATIORAL ORGAN IZER DEFZINDS CONGRESS AND RE~
PUTES F.LSE ACCUSATIONWS e

Greeting by a rousing applause from the enthusiastic audlence,
Lovett Fort-Whiteman, National Organizer of the American Negro Labor
Congress, made an saddress in response to the preceding spcecakers and
In rerudiation of the false charges made against the American Negro
congress.,
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CHARGES NEGRO PRESS WITH "CONSPIRACY OF S ILiNCE"

In an attack agdinst the attitude which the Negro Press has taken

against the interest of the American legro Labor Congress, Whiteman
. stated that with perhaps onc or two exccptions the Negro Press has
S either slandered the Conﬁress and 1ts organizers or has entcred in

' - a "Conspiracy of Silence against the Mational Committee calling

vf the American Negro Labor Congress.  He further stated that the fact
i that an organ of publicity happened to be a Kegro paper did not
S necessarlly indicate that that organ and the intercst of the American
Negro had a common intcrest. :
Whiteman tfaced the'historical and economic background of the Negro

in Amerlca in which he analyzed the attitude of various political
pParties and their object. The responsibility for the condition of
the American Negro, both in measurcs of progress and oppression,

was given a fundamental economic background, by the speaker, and the
fallacy of sentimental and aesthetic theorles In this regard werec

severely criticised.

(ORI A O 7

Whiteman described the relation of the Negro and labor in the follow-
Ing statement: "The Negro people, as a race, are of no great im-
portance, but as an industrial class, arc one of the most Iimportant
races in the whole world." .

Regarding the purpose of the Congress, Whiteman said that "the
fundamental alm of the Amcrican Negro Lebor Congress is to mobilize,
and to organize the industrial strength of the Negro into a fight-
ing weapon. The Negro is essentially a worker, suffering all the
abuses, of thé working class in general, but In addition to that,
racial abuses, racisl discrimination, political disfranchisement and
other forms of racial oppression.”

3 In refutation of charges against the National Committee and the

‘ American Negro Labor Congress, Whiteman said: "I would like to
glve refutation to certain charges that have been mzde against me
and those who are with me in organizing the American Negro Labor
Congress, to those who read the daily press representing the capi-
talistic interest of the country. You have rcad statements charg-
Ing Lovett Fort-Whiteman, National Organizér of the American Negro
Labor Congress,with being Red, a Bolshevik, Cormunist, and what . not.,
Allow me to say, friends, that we have rcceived quite a bit of co- v
opcration from a number of organizations, not only from this country, -
but from Europe as well; help financially, 2nd cooperation from the.
more enlightened sections of the countryy et /e are extend-
ing our hands to the white workers; to the workers of the world to
unite In a camon cause against the corrion cnemy, in a spirit of
solldarity and the function of the Ancrican liegro Labor Congress
shall be to bring about a better feeling and mutual good will on
the part of white and black workers into all organizations.®




USICZIANS ADD TO PROGRAIL

ilusicians, under the direction of Hiss Hazel Whiteman, furnished

the spice and harmony to the progran. Je« W, Strong and liss Howcll,

accompanied by lMlss vhiteman, gave seversl peppy numbers, in which
-.aceordlan, saxaphone, and vocal numbers were harmonized.

-Mrs, Della Viatson, accompanied by Miss Whiteman, charmcd the audi~
énce with both her vocal renditions and dramatic reading.

TELEGRAI TO. DR, SW&RT OF DETROIT

Upon motion by Ausustavo Viarrcno, delegate from Philadelphia, Pa.,

a telegrem was scnt to Dr. Ossian Ii, Sweet of Detroit, Michigan,

who has been a martyr suffering at the hand of statc authorities

in Detroit for his particlpation in the rccent Detroit race riot
where he nobly defonded his property rights. The teclegram cxpress=
ed the sympathy and good wishcs of the American Hegro Labor Congress
and stated that Dr. Swcet and his collceagues are "defending the
whole¢ Hegro pcople from the brutal savagery of segregation and lynch-
ing whlle the state suthoritiecs who are prosecuting you represent
the legalized oppression of our pcople."  The message further sta-
ted that "Je beg you to stand or fall on the principle that segre-
gatlon of our racec ls itself a crime and you and your friends had

a right and a sacrcd duty to defcend yoursclf. We pledge our full
support financianlly and otherwise,"

e
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NEW YORK DELZGATE DELIVIKED STIRRING ADDRESS

BT S

Richard E. loore, delegate from New York, delivered an inspiring
address, characterized by the firc and enthusiasm of youth.

it

3 o, 3 P
e

The young speaker stated: "I deem it a high honor to be present
on this ocecasion. We are wiltnessing the emergency of a class that
1s dsstined to play o significant role in the further cmancipation
of Negro Pcople and also the downtrodden white worliecrs of Amcrilca sHese
Tonight we are wltncssing the cmergence of this Racessii=s:#We know
that the cavse we arc promoting is a falr onc. Well may the hire-
lings of the capltcllst press with their Inuendoes state that we

do this to arousc the Negro workers of the Country to the true con-
ditions that surround thom and it is to arouse the white workers,
also to the true conditions attending them. May I tell you that
there are white slaves in Amcerica, likewise 2"

Moorc's discoursc deseribed the neccssity of unity. and harmony be-
twecn all workcrs ond emphatically stated that such a condition

would not stand a matter of cholecc but an actual necessity; that the
white workers would be driven to accept the Wegro workcers in his

union. He said: "Phc only hopc for the workcers of both races 1is

in uniting so0lidly to protcet thelr Intcrests. White workers can- -
not win thelr strusggle for the betterment unless they unite with '
their black brothcrs and black workcrs cannot achieve any grecat step
toward complecte emancipatlion unless they unitc with their white broe-
thers and topcther ercate a better order in America.
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SEZCOND SESSION OF NEGRO LABOR CONGFESS FEATURES TR.D

Reactionaries Denounced by Speakers

Chicago, I11,, Oct. 1925, The sccond session of the American
‘Negro Labor Congress, held in lietropolitan Cormunity Hall, 3120
"Glles Avenue, Chicago, I1l., was attended by about 350 delegates and
friends. The opening address by Lovctt Fort-ihitceman, lational
. Organizer, was designed to malie known the purpose cf the Congress,
- glving an economic and historical background to the racinl group rc=-
presented by this effort to organize labor, '

Whiteman bitterly denounced the capitalistiec press for their unfair
dealings with the American Negro Labor Congress and cxpressed the
detérmination of the Congress to succecd in the facc of cvery obsta-
cle. ‘

'The chalrman of the evening scssion was introduced in the person of
Brother John A, Johnson, delegate f:om the Local Committee of Action,
A. N. L. C., Galvestm, Tcxas.

JOLNSON BRINGS ;1&SSAGE FROI SOUT HLAND

Hailing from the Southland, Johnson brought a message from the very
heart of the people he represented. He depicted the lives of the
oppressed, segregated and jim-crowed victims of Southern tyranny and
likewise reprcsented the spirit of that "never-say-dich group of
Amerlican Negroes who promise to be the lcaders of the darker races
from the slavery of Impcrialism. . -

COMMUNICATIONS BRING ENCOURAG ING Ii2SSAGE

Communications from James Eads How, organizer of Intcrnational Bro-
therhood We¢lfare Association and Hobo Colleges, Denver, Colorado;
and Bishop William llontgomery Brown iIn acceptation of invitation to
addrcss the Congress, Tucsday night, October 27th, were rcad by
National Secrctary, H., V, Phillips,

NEW YORK DELEGATE SPLAKS FOR THADE UN IONS

Otto Huiswood, delegate from the United Labor Council, Ngw York, do-
livered a filery message in which he critliclzed the presont organiza-
tions for their method of approach in the interest of the American
Negro. He said in this regard: Mio find the organizations today
keeping the same ideas :hat they had twenty-five or fifty years ago
of appealing to the masters, of appcaling from Ceasar to Ceasar,
begging as it were, that they who are most intercsted in the cxplotl-
tation of the Negro masses, would relicve the pressure and cxplolita-
- tion, It seems to me that it is illogical that a man who gains by
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the exploitation of your class Is tho man to remove that exploita~
JtlonwsnistaitThe Amer ican Negro Labor Congress is beginning the com-
nmencemont of a movement that will arouse the Negro massos in this
tountry to realization of the fact that the time is ripe for them ,
~to talk about taking a hand in the formation of their own cmancipa-
"tlon instecad of dopending upon a few hand plcked lcaders, I

° 'SANHEDRIN CRITICISED BY HUISUOOD

The meaningless, ineffective motions passed by the Sanhedrin held in
- ‘Chicago last year representing the white collar class of American
Nogroes, were attacked by Huiswood in his discourse., - He furthermores

polnted out the fact that although the industrial group of Negrocs
. far outnumbers the professional, and although this group is bearing
the burden of segregation, discrimination and racial Injustices on
thelr shoulders, it was almost impossible to get one night of the
Sanhedrin session for the discussion of the labor question among the
Xegroes, Only after a fight of threc days, according to Hulswoog,
wére the labor delegates able to a place on the program. He furthcr
dcveloped the argument that "NegrO‘gathorings have token place and
gone into oblivion. -Not in a single Instance have they thought it
wpartant enough and necessary to discuss this all Important ques-
tiam of Negro Labor. And these parasites depend upon the dollars
&l ents of the hard working man and women of the. Negro race."

: i

he $pesker pleaded for organization of the Negro masses in order
That protectlion and improvement might be facilitated through
"zellecetive dargaining,”

The 11l2ziesl stand of the Negro masses egainst trade unions simply
Perrause eortaln of them disceriminated against him was brought out
W A Wteresting analogy on the development of the Negro church in
s7ite 23 12 sct that the white representative of Christianity does

T wIddme them. )
MTSICL PROGRAM OF VIOLIN AND VOCAL

T vixlin solccetlons of Miss Charlotte Palge, and the bass solo of
¢w Ilrroenes, both accompaniod by Miss Hazel VWhitcman, proved
& Togssant 2Iiversion from the fundamental routine of the Congross.,

FULP BRINGS 1{ZSSAGE FROM PENNSYLVANIA HINES

eaker of the cvening, C. W. Fulp, Presidcnt of the :
:rs, Local Union 2012, Primrose, Pennsylvania,_brought -
-I.g message from the mine workcrs regarding their -
¢ industrial world,

FIZID 5ZCRETARY TRACES INDUSTRIAL HISTORY
OF NEGRO

Korvel 23Zenm, figid Secretary, Amcrican Negro Labor Congress, in the
Tizoi eddrsss of the evening, traced the industrial history of the
i=zrlicorn Xegro from chattel slavery to the present condition of wage

£izv2r¥. In conclusion he offercd the devclopment of trade unions
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ond orgenizations as the only means of emanclpating the Amcrican
Nogro and freelng him from his prcsent condition of scrvitude, In
conclusion he sald, "You have nothing to lose but your chaina

~ You have a world to gain,"

- COMUITTEES APPOINTED AND DELEGATES SEATED

- "In the afternoon business sossion of the delegates of the Amorican

;;LNegro Labor Congress, the following delogates were scated and com-
~‘nlttees appointed: ‘ o

- CREDENTIALS COMHM ITTEE of three clceted consisting of: Phillips, Scar-
-.villé, and Buiswood. The following delcgutcs were scoted: )
- W. C, Prancis, Intcrnational Alliance of Negrocs, Pittsburg, Pa,
-We L, White, African Blood Brothcrhood, Hontgomery, V. Va.
A« Viarreno, Amcrican Negro Labor Congress, Local Cormittce, Phila~
. - ‘delphia, Pa, :
Chas, Henry, Orgenized Stecl Workers, Chicazo, I11.
We D. Anderson, National Committece, Chicago, I11.
T. Dunjee, Local Committee, Chicago, Ilx. - ’
" ROy Mahoney, Local Committee, Eastg Llverpool, Ohio.
H, v, Phillips, National Committée, Chicago, Inl. -
John A. Johnson, Local Committce, Galvecston, Tcxas.
Js+ E, Staton, Improved Janlitors Union, Locsl 66, Chicago, Il1,
Darl Dubois, Local Union, No. 66, Chicago, Ill.
A+ Viaris, Local Committee, Chicago, I11. ' ’
W. M. Bills, Hod Carricrs and Building Laborecrs, Local 142,
Topcka, Xansas. )

P. Tram, PFrecight and Express Handlcrs, Local 1773, Lake Charloesy o o e

Louisiana,

Lovett Fort-Whiteman, National Organizer, A, N, L, C., Chicago, 7111
- Joe H. Roberts, Unorganized Building Tradcs, Chicago, I11,

B. B, Moore, Ethioplon Studcnts Alliance, New York City, N. Y,

O. E. Huiswodd, United Labor Counclil, New York City, H. v,

Mattocks, Housewives Unlion, San Josc, California. '

Ce We Fulp, United line Vorkers, Local 2012, Primrose, Pa,

Dan Rogers, Loczl Committee, Warren, Ohio,

E. H. Caruthcrs, Local Committec, Pittsburg, Pa.

Norval Allen, National Committce, Chicago, I11.

Ollve Cresthwait, National Committce, Chicago, Ili.

Miss Sadie White, African Bloog Brotherhood, Iiont gomery, V. Va.

F. H, Watson, Book of Washington, Local 218, lcKcesport, Pa.

Sem Smith, Amalgamated Clo. Wkrs, Local 39, Chicago, I11

E. L. Doty, Unorganized Plumbcrs, Chicazo, I11

E. Griffin - M, Jorden - M, Phillips = Ethel Hall-- Negro Women's

) Heuschold Leaguc,. Chicago, 111, ‘ _

He W. Hall, VYorkers Party of America, Chicago, Ill, :

Corienne Robinson, Young Workers League of Amcrica, Chicago, I11,

Sara Vervin, Vorkers Club, East Livcrpool, Ohio. ’

A. Rodriguez, Unorganized Mexican vorkers, Brownsville, Pa.

The following commlitteecs werc appointcd: chairman for the business
sessions of the Congress, Chas, Lenry. Vice-chairmans: Fulp, Francis,
Warreno, Johnson, Rodriguez, ‘

Resolution Committce of five, consisting of lloorc, Douglas, Warreno
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'_Huiswood, Rogers, ' | '
Trade Union Committce. Doty, lienry, Allen, Bills, Fulp,
Omith, ‘Jhitet (:
: .Committoec on Political Actions‘ Whiteman, Scarville, Huls-
‘wood, Johnson, and Rogers,
i - - Pinence Committee: D, Hattock Mahoney, Torronce, Smith
v Crosthwait, Griffin, E. Hall, Robinson., .
) ) Press Committee: Robinson, H, Hall, Anderson, Phillips.
Secretary for the Congress: Phillips.

4'The following editorial was clipped from the Daily Workcr regarding
,the American Negro Labor Congrcss.

©  THE AMERICAN NhGRO LuBOR CONGRESS .

"Ths Daily Worker hails the American Negro Labor Congress openlng
today in the city of Chicago.' The convening of this congress is
significant In the history of the labor movcment. . It is the first
time that an effort has been made to bring together reprcsentatives
of Negro workers from all parts of the country.

' Like every other advance in the labor movement, this congress
convenes after a hard struggle agalnst great odds. When it became
kmown that work toward such a congress was under way every agency

. of reaction began to assall it. The "'ku kluxers naturally viewed it
as @ dlabolical attempt against white, protcstant, nordie, native=-

. born, 100 pcr cent, etc. etc, Those faithful scullions of the

\ capltalist class, the officialdom of the American Federation of Labor,
dcnounced it as a Bolshevik conspiracy. The campaign raged in order
to terrorize the organizers and supporters of the congress. But the

“workers who did the organization work were made of sterner stuff than
~estimated by their craven enemies, and as a result the congress is
" here.

, Great tasks 1lie before those colored workers striving to bring

their race Into the American labor movement. They mnot only have’

- the same class problems of other workers, but they have a special
‘struggle to resist the efforts of the capitalist cnemies within as
well as without their own ranks sceking to arouse antagonism between .
them and the white wage slaves.,

-The congress was made possible by tho untiring efforts of its or-
ganizers and by the fact that during and since the war the industrial
_eapitalists have encouraged a mass movement of Negro workers from :
the southern agricultural regions into the industrial centers,

. As Communists we hail this congress as the beginning of a move- e
ment with far-reaching implications. TNot merely can it be the means ~

" of starting to mobllize the Necgro workers for a struggle against the
degrading restrictions imposed upon them as a race, but as Amorican
workers, speaking the common language of the country, they can be-

-‘ome & power in the labor movement. ; Furthermore, by being brought .

M'Vfrfinto the struggle against imperialism In the United States, they

 ?>“1111 receive training that will enable them to play an effective
*”part in the world mobilization of the oppressed colonial peOples

against capitalism. S _ S
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